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Fallacies Which Still

Prevail in the Public
Mind.Interesting Side
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signer sets his autograph to the preciousparchment and dashing down the
street, calling to his grandfather, to
"King! Oh. ring for liberty!"

*
* *

Our ideal proclamation of the charter
©f American freedom must be shatteredin the cause of truth. The Declarationof Independence was signed
behind locked doors, and was not generallysigned upon the Fourth of July
at all. The city was not breathlisslv
awaiting the event outside, nor did the
Liberty bell peal forth on that day the
triumphal note of freedom. But, as

truth is always stronger as well as

stranger than Action, the Declaration
of Independence loses nothing in interest,and gains in rugged strength as

the facts regarding its genesis are

known.
The accredited historian of the United

States Department of State is Gaillard
Hunt, Litt. D.. LL. D.. now chief of the
division of manuscripts in the Library
of Congress. Dr. Hunt's charge of the
Important manuscripts of the governmenthas given him rare opportunities
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THAT his majesty King George V
draws income from many
strange sources is recalled by
the fact that the department

which looks after one portion of the
royal estate, or "crown lands" as they
are called, has just got a new head.
This department is known as the
Duchy of Lancaster, and the new

chancellor of the duchy, as he is called,
is. of course, no other than the halfAmericanWinston Churchill, who has
Just taken the job over from the previousholder, the Hon. Edwin Samuel
Montagu, after having been "sacked"
more or less ignominiously from his
former proud post of "Ruler of the
King's Navee," as W. S. Gilbert called
it. otherwise that of first lord of the
admiralty.
King George's property in the United

Kingdom, which comprises hundreds of
thousands of acres, brings in an annual
income of quite a bit more than two
million and a half dollars a year. One
of the queer sources of this tidy
amount is chimney-pots, the queer,
squat little cylinders on top of the
chimneys in this country which amuse
American visitors so much and which
give such a picturesque appearance to
the sky-line of London.

v
a *

The function of the chimney-pot, as

many as four or five of which may be
beheld on some chimneys, is, of course,
to provide a better draught for the tby
Americans) much condemned British
open grate. From any second or third
story window whole vistas of chimney-potscan be seen, and every here
and there throughout the United Kingdomthere Is one of these quaint contrivance!which help his majesty King
wwj iu rvccj) uiB wuu iium me aoor.
Other queer kinds of property which

help to enrich the king. though the receiptsfrom some of them are ridiculouslysmall, arf certain patches of the
seashore, including the seashells and
the very pebbles on the beach; chunks
of various persons' private gardens,
certain police stations and coal mines,hotel sites and even sewer pipes, ancientwatch towers and goodness
knows how many other queer things.
As first civil lord of the admiralty

Winston Churchill got $22,500 a year.
>s chancellor of the Duchy of Ian*
caster he will get $10,000, which is
somewhat different. The duties of the
duchy chancellorship, however, will not
add many years to h:s age. The post,in fact, is a sinecure, and is intended
to be. When, some years ago, Prime
Mi nister Asquith was asked in parliamentwhy a special cabinet minister,
At a high salary, was necessary xor a
post whose duties could easily be dischargedby some vastly less distinguishedand, incidentally, less expensiveperson, the premier replied
that it "had been found by recent governmentsan advantage to possess a
minister whose departmental work is
sufficiently light to enable him to attendmore closely to other parliamentaryand ministerial duties.'

*
*

The chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster,in fact. Is a sort of "handy man"
or maid-of-all-work to the government.
He is the assistant of any minister
who happens to be hard pressed for
the time being. Thus C. F. CJ. Masterman,when specializing on the insuranceact as first lieutenant to Lloyd
<ieorge, was appointed to tlie office,
with unfortunate results to himself.
For when he offered hiinaelf ror reelectionto parliament, as is necessary
-when a member of the cabinet takes a
pew post, he failed.failed three times,
in fact, and has not been able to get
back into parliament since. As for
Winston Churchill, he is known to
have received great assistance at the
admiralty from A. J. Balfour, his successorin the post, so perhaps the lightnessof his new duties will enable him
to repay that debt.
Decidedly curious is the history of

the Duchy of Lancaster, and probably
pot one Briton in a hundred thousand
A
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That Great Document.
It Was Not Signed On
the Fourth of July at
All.Nor Did the LibertyBell Peal Forth On
That Day.The Writing
of the Declaration and
the Signing . Facts
Given On Authority of
the Accredited Historian
of Department of State.
POPULAR history has fastened

upon our impressionable minds
a noetic picture of the sicrnine

«& of the Declaration of Independenceas a graceful and formal function,
taking place July 4. 1776. in a large,
handsomely furnished chamber in IndependenceHall, Philadelphia. To give
the necessary touch of vivacity to the
picture there is the scene of the small
hov darting from the door as the last

3ti1ab
ecffit
Into
fr ^
r

, t

*

; -
.

* /* Jri*\Ja IntwaYtaJ /fjifi,
fjhti ctcin, i<\ i6(n

1 Pki !n./d*2f>kt ntevt${\»v4mwv $
o*t ?/.«?f^K>» Wfltj e

.*

[ 4»< u>>e?t- » i *

#> ^ -

W*t* t&i, < )

tUwftit >v

£ f'^jw^AjiT< .'f/vtjp vttiu* fa }{** r*2
l»*fh r; Hi< (area/! <\4io.>7.c»

...j.. .

jefferson'shote,ide.h.t1f
Possession or The Depari

for delving: into the true history of
national events.
"There is really no reason for our

celebrating the Fourth of July more
than the 2d of July or the 2d of August."
said Or. Hunt recently to an inquirer.
"It was not until the latter date that
the document was generally signed.
"The peregrinations of the Declaiationof Independence make quite an

interesting story," he continued, "and
few people have followed them. You
know, of course, that the fundamental
philosophy of the Declaration of Independenceis almost purely Virginian.
George Mason of Fairfax county, one
of the greatest of our early statesmen,
had for years been promulgating the
doctrine of independence.
"The Fairfax County Resolves, of

which Mason was the author, were
adopted July 18, 1774. in Alexandria,
then the county seat of Fairfax. These
resolutions were twenty-six in number
and, as written by Mason, were unanimouslyadopted. This was absolutelythe first clear and emphatic statementof the rights of the colonies.

*
* *

"The Virginia Bill of Rights, of which
George Mason was also the author, was
drawn up and adopted in the last colonialassembly in Virginia prior to
the revolution. The Bill of Rights is
in effect a part of every constitution
in the land today. It is beyond doubt

Pots am
could tell it. or describe the 'duties of
the chancellor. The king himself is
the Duke of Lancaster. The duchy was
created in the reign of Edward I IT. It
was settled on John of Gaunt, son of
the king, in 1362. and when his descendant,Henry IV, came to the throne,
a law was passed that the duchy
should be held by him and his family
separate from the crown. Edward IV,
however, when the Yorkists triumphed
over the Lancastrians, during the war
of the roses, ordered that the duchy
should be annexed to the crown, but
"held separately from all other hereditaments."In the fourteenth and part
of the fifteenth century the tenure of
the crown was decidedly precarious;
accordingly the king thought it safest
to have a family estate maintained
apart from the sovereign's official resources.

*
* *

The estates of the Duchy of Lancaster
include property in twenty-two counliesin England and Wales. In London
its holdings are in Lancaster Place,
Strand, where the duchy office is situuated,and in the Savoy district which
Americans know so well. The income
has gone up by jumps, a natural result
of the industrial development in Lancashireand other parts where the
property lies. In 1R47 the revenue was
$145,000, of which the sovereign pocketed$60,000. whereas at the end of 1913
(the last return obtained) the figures
had swelled to $540,080 and $305,000.
some increase, so no wonder his majestycan afford to maintain, with
other luxuries, a quarter of an acre of
well stocked wine-cellars at Bucking'
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that this famous document, of which
his elderly friend was author, was
largely drawn upon by Thomas Jeffersonwhen he wrote the Declaration of
Independence. Jefferson referred to
Mason, who was his close friend, as *a
man of the first order of wisdom, of
expansive mind, profound judgment,
cogent in argument, learned in the lore
of former constitution, and earnest for
the republican change on democratic
principles.' The fundamental principlesof government set forth in Mason's
Bill of Rights were the same as those
in the English Petitions to the King,
the Acts of the Long Parliament and
Magna Charta.
"You know, perhaps, that it was anotherVirginian, Richard Henry Lee.

who presented to Congress, on June 7,
1776. a set of resolutions containing
the words, 'That these united colonies
are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent states, and that all politicalconnection between them and the
state of Great Britain is, and ought to
be, totally dissolved.' These resolutions
by Lee, favorably although not unanimouslyvoted upon, contained the initialdeclaration of independence of the
American colonies and were the precursorof that more formal instrument
framed a few days later by Thomas
Jefferson.

"It was as a result of the favorable
voting upon Lee's resolutions that the
well known committee, composed of
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, BenjaminFranklin, Roger Sherman and

d Sea SJ
Queer Indeed Are

Income of Over Two
Little Pots Surmounti
Including the Pebbles
Other Odd Things.1
Brought In Only Tw(

ham Palace, though at present and for
tne duration or tne war not so mucn as

a thimbleful of their rare vintages is
reaching the royal dinner table.
Tt is the administration of the duchy

estates that the chancellor had to supervise.In theory, that is; for, of
course, he leaves it all, or practically
all, to the permanent officials. But he
has other duties. He appoints justices
of the peace, much more important personagesin England than in the United
States, and county court judges in the
"County Palatine." as it. is called, of
Lancaster; directs the administration of
the estates of people dying intestate
and without kin, and performs other
stunts which, in other countries, fall on
the lord chancellor pr the home secretary.Appointing the "J. P.'s," however,will not All Winston Churchill's
time to overflowing, though his dynamicenergy may result in the pros*..
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Robert R. Livingston, was named to
draft the document. The committee
assigned the task of preparing the instrumentto the Virginian. Jefferson's
was a master political mind and it was
by no mere chance that he was called
upon to write the document which has
been termed 'the best known paper
that has ever come from the pen of an

individual.'

* *

"Thomas Jefferson was the personificationof method," remarked Dr. Hunt,
"and immediately upon receiving his
commission to write the Declaration he
retired to the two ropms he rented as

a working place at 7th and Market
place, Philadelphia, and prepared to
give his country one of the greatest
monuments of human freedom. You
may remember, too, that Jefferson was

fond of having: his working tools made
exactly to suit his needs. Certain it
is that he had a carpenter make the
simple table desk for his writing room.
"On this desk he penned the Declarationof Independence, and it is now

the treasured possession of our State
Department, although actually at this
moment in San Francisco, having been
sent there as part of the government's
exhibit at the exposition."
"How did this desk come into possessionof the Department of State?"
"Jefferson left it to his grandson,

Joseph Coolidge. The latter bequeathed
it to his son. the late T. Jefferson
Coolidge of Dost on. who presented It
to President Hayes, the latter turning
it over to the department. There is
absolutely no doubt as to the authenticityof this relic, as the department
owns a letter in Jefferson's handwritingwhich gives the history of the desk
as follows:
" 'Th. Jefferson gives this writing

desk to Joseph Coolidge Junr. as a t
memorial of affection. It was made 1
from a drawing of his own, by Ben
Randall, cabinet maker of Philadelphia,
with whom he first lodged on his ar- t
rival in that city in May 1776, and is .1
the identical one on which he wrote f
the Declaration of Independance. Poll- 1
tics, as well as Religion, has its super- s
stitions, these, gaining strength with t
time may one day give imaginary value <

to this relic, for its association with i

lells Help
Some of the "Crown La
and a Half Million Dollars
ing Them, Sections of Pe
On the Beach, Police Stz
Rentals of Some of Thesi
) Cents a Year Having Ju

perity of the estates being still farther
Increased. But he will be able to
spare a thought or two for the navy.
This nice little income of just over

5300,000 a year is, as you see, entirely
over and above that from his majesty's
other property, the so-called "crown
lands" which include the chimney-pots,
t hp CP'.iqhplIu 'inrl tha uati-op nirias ol_

ready alluded to. The revenues from
these are a hereditary right of the sovereign.but many royalties in succession.beginning with George III, who
tried to put it over the thirteen Americancolonies, have surrendered them in
return for a fixed annual payment, or
"civil list." as it is called. This now
amounts to. roughly. $2,300,000. so that
the king loses quite a bit, though, on
the other hand, he is spared the bother
of running his enormous estate and
collecting his own rents. These latter
have been collected '"on the public account"since 1760. but the various propertiesare still the king's and are only
"let out," as it were, to the country.

*
* *

It is the little items in connection
with them ttiat are the most peculiar.
To take a sample, there are, in the

parish of Sopley in Hampshire, two old
bouses, a chimney (with pots) on anotherhouse, and 350 acres of land, the
crown rights to all of which were sold
quite recently for the remarkably low
figure of ten pounds, sixteen shillings
and eightpence, or about sixty-four
dollars. In Bramshaw, also, there are
two chimneys (with pots) on an old
house and an acre of land as well for
which the landlord paid the crown
nothing more than a yearly rent of two
cents. These, you will readily agree,
did not constitute a very encouraging
possession, and under the circumstances
the crown probably did wisely in disposingof the lot for a lump sum down
of fifty-two cents.two shillings and a
penny in the coin of the realm.
In London there are a lot of strange

crown properties. The king himself
has dined at the Carlton Hotel, at the
corner of the Haymarket, where many
Americans put up, but when he did so
probably few people realized that he
was then sitting upon his own possessions.As a matter of fact, the land
upon which stand this hotel, Sir HerbertTree's theater (His Majesty's),
which adjoins it, and the Royal Opera
Arcade running off Pall Mall, with the
buildings, brings in for the crown $21,000a year, and will continue to do so
for the next seventy years, when the »jlease will run out. In the same way,
Holborn restaurant, with its King's
Hall, yields the crown the pleasant
sum of $10,750 per annum.
The Vine street and Albany street bpolice stations both belong to the si

crown. The former, just off Piccadilly, a ycouple of "turnings" from the circus, pmight be described as the most "fash- tl
ionable" in London. If any one could D
write its history his fortune would be S
made. It is to Vine street that the o
"young blood," who, having quaffed w
from the flowing bowl too liberally, o
has made a scene in the lounge of the a
Empire or Alhambra, is haled, the Ox- e:
ford or Cambridge man who, in the p:exuberance of boat race night, has H
knocked off a policeman's helmet or a
climbed a lamp post, the noble lord who 1*
has got as drunk as any one, the lady ai
of title who has succumbed to an at- v;
tack of kleptomania, or the smart lady
of the half world who has been caught tc
in the act of picking a pocket. oi
For the Albany street police station, o1

close to which Edna May lived when m
first in London, the sum of $750 is paid pi

m.
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y the police authorities, but Vine
treet is a much more valuable asset,
ielding as much as $2,575. There is a

iece of land, too, which is a part of
le ornamental gardens attached to
artmouth House, at the south side of
t. James' Park, which is an example
f the detached pieces of territory
hich belong to the crown. Like many
thers of the same sort, however, it is
lot less remunerative than one would
icpect, for this land, together with
art of the terrace of Dartmouth
ouse, brings in only a miserable $115
year. Of course, old traditions are

irgely accountable for these curious
ssessments of ground rentals and the
alues of certain rights.
From London let us betake ourselves
> the Isle of Man, which prides itself
n Its tailless cats and its possession
P Thomas Hall Caine. The town com-
ilssioners of Ramsey, one of the chief
laces there, rent from the crown a
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copy for presentation to Congress.
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"While the rough draft submitted to
the committee is safe in the hands of
the government, it is to be deeply regrettedthat the copy which he made
for presentation to Congress, and
which bears the congressional amendmentsand alterations, i^s lost.
"The latter is the formal Declaration
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rHE DUCHY OF LANCASTER,
ifII. who, ousted from his previous post
ren g;iven the sinecure job of looking* c

.ancaster. e

large piece of the foreshore, eighty- a
four acres in extent, with the right to t
have a sewage pipe upon it, and pay I
therefor exactly $10 a year, but in ad- i
dition to this the commissioners have t
bargained with the crown for the priv- e
ilege of taking sand, gravel and stone r
away, and if King George elected to i
retain all his hereditary rights he c
would receive 4 cents for every ton c
which the Ramsey folk appropriated. 1
Another piece of the foreshore, seashells,pebbles and all. is rented from c
the crown at Portgoderick, and though t
it is over forty yards long, the private k
individual who has obtained it only *'

pays $10 a year for his rights. t
There are a lot of other crown §pos- t

sessions of anything but a lucrative ii
order, and if King George managed d
them all himself he would, like some p
other landlords, have a difficulty in b
many cases In getting in any rent at n
all, and would have to make a yearly
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"washinq-tonc.
of Independence laid before Congress
on June 28. 1776. It was then read
and ordered to lie on the table until
July 1. On July 2 a resolution was
passed declaring the independence of
the United States, although the exact
form of the proclamation, as prepared
by Jefferson, was debated upon until
July 4, when, with some alterations
and amendments, it was signed by
John Hancock, President of the Congress,and the signature attested by
Charles Thomson, Secretary of Congress.
"July 2 was actually the date of separationof the colonies from the mothercountry. On July 3 we find John

Adams, whom Jefferson called the 'colossusof the contest.' writing to his
wife. Abigail, in the following words:
" 'Yesterday the greatest question

which was ever debated in America
was decided, and a greater perhaps
never was nor will be decided amongmen/
"In a secpnd letter, written the same

day, he said: 'But the day is past.The 2nd of July will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of
America. I am apt to believe that it
will be celebrated by succeeding generationsas the anniversary festival.
It ought to be commemorated as the
day of deliverance by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty.'
"There is little doubt but that the

participants in the event considered
the 2nd of July as the true date of independencefor the colonies, but popularfancy seized upon the 4th. the date
of acceptance of Jefferson's formal and
detailed setting forth as the properdate of relehraHnn

*
* *

"The history of the paper Is not generallyknown," said Dr. Hunt, "and It Is
of Interest. It was fully discussed, and
several changes, merely verbal, were
made in the draft before John Hancock
set his signature upon it on the eveningof July 4. Jefferson referred somewhatcaustically to his friend, Richard
Henry Lee, on the events of these first
days of July, crucial to him because of
the discussions and changes suggested
and made In his precious document.
The discussion, he used to relate, might
have gone on interminably at any other
season of the year. But the weather
was oppressively warm and the hallin which the deputies sat was close to
a stable, 'whence the hungry flies

of Grea
allowance for "losses and bad debts."For instance, the crown has been in thehabit of drawing an income of a paltry ]$5 in respect of an old watch tower onthe foreshore of Suffolk, but this tower jwas blown away in a storm a few 1
months ago, and so this source of ]revenue has ceased. Also the crown has 1
many land rights in Gloucestershire,but through things generally being in
a bad way there, the crown last yearhad to forego its income in respect to '

various collieries and smaller properties,and suffered a loss in consequenceof $780.

The other English "duchy".that of
Cornwall.is the principal means of
support of the Prince of Wales. Withoutit, in fact, the heir to the throne,
whose expenses are many, probably
would have a hard job to make both
ends meet, and might even have to
consider the idea of doing a little real
work. For, though his royal highness
is the owner of quite a bit of property
in London, including rather a bad slum
district, he gets nothing whatever from
the civil list, though the queen mother
receives $350,000 a year and the Duke
of Connaught $125,000. The revenues
from the Duchy of Cornwall, however,
effectually save the situation, for they
amount to well over $000,000 a year,
of which sum about half is passed to
the credit of the Drince. About one- a

eighth is expended in the management t
of the estate and about a tenth goes ®
to swell the reserve fund, the rest And- *
ing its way into the pockets of pen- *
sioners and of certain charities. *
Just as the king is always Duke of t

Lancaster, his eldest son, the heir ap- 1
parent, is invariably Duke of Cornwall, a
rt would be difficult, so a barrister said, b
to define the exact legal status of this r
succession, there being no other in- I
stance in English law in which estate 1
or title descends in any way but a
through the death of the holder. One ^
may worry, however, for the eldest b
Bons of the sovereigns of England have b
been Dukes of Cornwall and enjoyed t
all the privileges, material and formal, t
of the position for close on six hundredyears. f
The first Duke of Cornwall was Ed- t
ward the Black Prince, upon whom ^
the title was conferred in 1337. Be- r
fore this time Cornwall had been an b
sarldom. William the Conqueror having F
iwarded it at the time of the conquest
:o his half-brother, Robert Moraine, bemuse,as the ancient chroniclers have
it, it was too valuable a possession to
t>e in the hands of any person not
closely allied with the royal house. It T
rarely has been a decidedly conven- J
ent possession, having provided the
leir apparent with a snug income and
:hus relieving the national exchequer,
ilready heavy burdened with royalty, ti
>f his keep. ti

^ m
* *

During the reign-of the Georges, the
evenues of the duchy fell to the lowest a<

lgure In their history, principally from
he lack of businesslike control. The
mince consort. Queen Victoria's hus- te
>and, however, took hold of them after tl
le had been on deck for a while, and 'c
nanaged the estates so skillfully, first 131

>n behalf of the queen and then of
lis eldest son, that they in time be- ta
ame a more valuable property than ti
ver before.
The revenue comes from mining royiltiesand from estates possessed by
he duchy, principally in Somerset and
Devonshire, as well as in Cornwall .

tself. Owing to the peculiarities of (T
he tin industry, which flourishes so

^

xtensively there, Cornwall enjoyed for da
tiany years the privilege of making
ts own laws and setting up its own th
ourts, which had full jurisdiction exeptin matters that concerned land, *u
ife or limb.
The duchy had. in fact, what might be ia
ailed a "tin constitution," which dis-
inguished it from the rest of the ,
Lingdom. Tt was divided into four kI
Stanneries," wfrom hhich were elected cl<
he stanner8 parliament. The jurisdic- ri|
ion of this parliament is now vested m<
n a llord warden, but the inhabitants
o not seem to feel the loss of their Tt
arliament very keenly, and there has *

een no home rule agitation up to ro
ow.

'

The duchy la now entirely run from fie

"warmed thick and fierce, alighting eta
the less of the delegates and biting
hard through their stlk stockings.
Treason was preferable to discomfort.'"

Dr. Hunt laughed. "John Trumbull's
famous painting of the scene, hanging
in the rotunda of the Capitol, is a

poetical piece of work, and gives many
of the portraits of the signers with
faithfulness, but it is somewhat fanciful.No silken hangings draped th«
windows of that stifling room on July
4, 1776. and the beautiful order in
which the men are ranged up for signingthe immortal document is also
flctitional.
"The president of the Congress. John

Hancock, with the secretary. Charles
Thomson, alone signed the autograph
Jefferson document on that date. Immediatelyafterward It was hurried to
the official printer for Congress. John
Dunlap, to put in type, and several copieswere made. By next rrworning the
printed copies of Jefferson's Declarationof Independence were in Hancock'shands. When he came to write
the proceedings for the Fourth of July.
1776. into the Journal of Congress.
Charles Thomson, secretary of t.»e
Congress, left a blank space for the
Declaration, and it is this broadside
which now appears watered into the 0

space left for it in the Journal. Jefferson'spenned copy of the Declaration
was doubtless sent as 'copy* to the
printer, and it is probable that it was

not returned with the printed duplicates,as there is no record of its eve**

having been seen gain.
"This broadside was sent out to the

governors of the states, to the continentalarmy, and it is the paper from
which the Declaration of Independence
was read to the people July S. when the
Liberty bell was rung and the first publiccelebration was made in honor of
the event."

* *

July 19 Congress ordered that the
declaration passed the Fourth be fairlyengrossed. It was very beautifully
done on parchment. This is the docu- *

ment which received the signatures of
all the members of the Continental
Congress present In Independence Hall
August 2. 1776. By this time, however,
the membership had changed slightly,
so that the "signers" were not identicalwith the body of delegates who had
declared for independence a month before.Presumably it was at this time

that Hancock, making his great familiarsignature, jestingly remarked
that John Bull could see it without his
spectacles. One or two of the signatureswere not actually affixed until a
later date than August 2.
"This is the treasured Declaration of

Independence now in possession of the
Department of State," said Dr. Hunt.
"It is kept in a hermetically eealed
ca»e, wmcn is opeytu umj

order for very especial reasons. It is
faded, and it would have been better If
this engrossed copy had been made on

(

paper rather than parchment. It is so

faded that few of the signatures are

recognisable. Nothing can now be
done which will permanently benefit It.
It could be temporarily restored by the
use of acids, but these are temporary
aids, and when consulted in regard to
it I advised leaving It as it is. It will
last longer so.
"I believe the main cause of the fadingwas the Impression taken in 1823,

by order of President Monroe. Two
hundred facstmtlles were then made to
give a copy to each of the then living
ignerp and others. Taking the impressionremoved the ink. One of these #

facsimilies is framed and hangs in the
library of the State Department. dt-»
rectly above a portion of Jefferson's
first penned draft submitted to the
committee and containing their autographchanges.
"These two documents show the publicwith sufficient accuracy the actual

processes of the instrument, which was

the verbal declaration of a group of
earlv American cotemporaries. whom
Gladstone declared were unequaled In
the history of the world. However we
view it, it furnished the most dramatic
incident in American history."

«

t Britain
its headquarters at Buckingham gate.
Here the various members of the
household (the lord warden of *h# 4

stanneries, the keeper of the sea, etc.)
give a more or less constant attention
to their duties, while occasionally, in
peace times, the duke holds a "council"
which is a decidedly formal affair.

(Copyright, 1915, by Curtis Brown.)

THE4 DECLARATION
AND THE FLIES

THERE has been cited the adoption*
of the Declaration of Independence

is an illustration of the influence little
things have in determining great
jvents. It appears that the Continen- *

:al Congress sat in Philadelphia in a

tail near a livery stable. The weather
vas warm, and from the stable emalatedswarms of flies that lighted on
:he legs of the members, and, biting
hrough the thin silk stockings then
n fashion, gave great annoyance,
rhere was then witnessed, according to
he testimony of no less a person than 9

rhomas Jefferson, the spectacle of an
lonorable member making a speech
is with a large handkerchief in hand
te would pause frequently to thrash
he flies from his thinly covered calves.
The opinion of the body was not un-
mimous in favor of the document, and,
mder other circumstances, it is thought.
liscussion might have been protracted
or days, if not weeks, but the flies
vere intolerable. Efforts were, indeed,
nade to find another hall, free from
he pests, but in vain. As the weather
tecame warmer the flies grew worse,
ind the flapping of handkerchiefs was
leard all over the hall as an accompalimentto the voices of the speakers,
n desperation, it is said, some one at
ast suggested that matters be hurried
o that the body might adjourn. There
rere a few mild protests, but no one
ceded them; the famous document was
turrledly copied and the members hssenedto the table to sign the autheniccopy.
It thus appears that had it not been
or the livery stable and its inmates,
here is no telling when the document
-ould have been completed. At any
ate. It is probable that it would not
ia*e been signed so early as the
'ourth of July.

Our Admirations.
[OHN PURROY MITCHEL. the
young mayor of New York, said at

dinner in San Francisco:
"I have admired the marvels of your
lir, but it would take a very vast indulgenceindeed to admire these many
tarvels adequately.
"We are all a little limited in our

#
Imiration. We are all a little like
ic tailor.
"A tailor expressed a great desire to
ear & certain patron of his, a famous
mor, sing. The tenor accordingly sent
le man seats for one of his best pertrmances.The day after the show,
eeting the tailor, the tenor asked:
' 'Well, how did you like itr
" 'It was awful, simply awful.' the
.ilor replied. 'Your coat was too
ght under the arms.' "

Slang Misunderstood.
«EORGE ADE, Chicago's famous
H slang- specialist, said the other
ly:
"English slang 1s very popular now
:at the war Is on. You must be care1,however, how you use it.
"At a swimming race at the ahore
st week a very pretty girl awlmerwore a maillot.or man'a suit, you
iow.a tight maillot of black Jersey
oth.| Well, she looked so nice in that
g I couldn't rsfrain from complientingher.
' 'I like your bathing suit,' I said,
a ripping.*
'But the girl blushed as red as a
se. ..

"Oh! WhereT she asked, la horri-,
d tones."

t


